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Mobile Web Design Pattern: Vertical List

This design pattern is part of the Mobile Web Design Patterns series. See also Horizontal Lists.

1. Vertical list

Description

A vertically aligned list of data. Each list item can be standalone or paired with additional content such as an icon or short
description.

b Daily news and views &, Share'ideo
o= Add to Playlist
b Politics this week W Favorite
# Rate
|
b Business this week M Flag

Figure: A simple list with custom bullets (The Economist), and a list which also includes icons (YouTube).

; » Contacts
Stay in touch with friends and family

@ o Haps
B Find your way inover 200 countries

& Share
A& share photos and video in one click

Figure: A great example from OVI of list items paired with icons and a header.

THE CAUCUS: Obama News Conference
Dominated by Illinois Case

President-elect Barack Obama said that he and
his aides had nothing to do with the
Blagojevich scandal.

Calls for Governor to Quit in Scandal
Leaders called for Gov. Rod R. Blagojevich of
Illinois to step aside, as elements of the case
came into focus.

Figure: The NY Times uses lists that contain two separate pieces of data; a headline and short description for each list item.
Use when

= Vertical lists are the most commonly used format on the mobile web due to the typically narrow screen and the browser's
native scrolling capabilities.

Rationale
Vertical lists have many advantages over other formats:

= Vertical lists are easy to read. Zebra striping & can be useful to increase list legibility and it's also common to group related list
elements within easily distinguishable blocks though the use of a coloured background.

s The listline height can be adjusted to increase legibility.

s Vertical lists can be paired with an icon yet still provide a fair amount of room for the list copy.

s Use of both ordered and unordered lists is supported on the S60 browser, and lists can also be nested (i.e. contained within
other lists).
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1. Inthe Browser, bring up the Printed on 2014-04-23

browser menu
2. Click Options
3. Click Browser Configuration
4, Setthe Content Mode field to WML
& HTML
5. Setthe show Images field to On
WML & HTML pages,
6. The following boxes need to be
checked:
1. support HTML Tables
2. Use foreground and
background colors
3. support background
images
4. support style sheets
7. Click back
8. Select Save

Figure: The S60 browser can effectively render the styles necessary to create very usable nested lists.

Economist.com  Mar 15th 2009

Science and technology

-

Clirnatalogy: Historical determinism

Electric vehicles: Batteries now
included

-

-

Climate change: & sinking feeling

Twwenty years of the world wide web:
what's the score?

Figure: The Economist has increased the line height of news items considerably to ensure each headline stands out. The header
and ‘Home’ link however have a normal line height but are still well delimited from each other through the use of a background
colour.

Exceptions

= |fthe listis small and/or there is the need to indicate hierarchy (ex. the list contains the site’s top-level navigation), a horizontal
list may be a better choice.

s Consider the amount of content within each list item. Small list items can be difficult to select, especially on the S60 browser
which does not automatically jump to the next selectable item if the cursor has been placed far away from this item. If the list
contains text that varies wildly from short to long, the large gaps in vertical space may slow navigation.

Shortitem

Lol b b S e
_U'\ H

Tabbed navigation Cursor navigation

Design Tips
= Group related list items where possible. Try not to chain unrelated lists without the use of a divider or other visual grouping.
= Test vertical lists on devices with varying screen size and dpi paying particular attention to line height and unexpected
wrapping of copy or layout elements.
= |f alist contains more than 10 items, consider whether it could be shortened in one of the following ways.
= By displaying only the most popular items then providing a link to the full list.
= By creating a drill-down & page hierarchy i.e. a new page (or view) is loaded each time the user ‘drills down’ through the
menu or to an object’s detail view.
= Through pagination.
s Remember that using CSS and XHTML, you can make sophisticated list items containing combinations of icons, descriptive
copy and related metadata. Be sure however to consider how these will degrade on less capable browsers.
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Itermn title Item title
12/04/09 o
30,000 views

Complex list item styled using (55
to create a sophisticated layout.

- Item ftitle Item title
L& & & §
12/04/09
30,000 views
Equivalent content displayed on

less capable browser,
Figure: This example shows similar content viewed on the S60 and S40 browsers. Note: This is a sample only. The actual
degradation will depend entirely on your mark-up and can vary if content adaptation has been implemented.
taptubetz
Images Yideos Music Web more>=

Figure: Taptu provides a list of their top Search categories then a link to see the much larger, but less frequently used complete
list.

W Tsunami Hits Thaila...
72 whRRw
rnade in thailand
410 wiew
e, Tsunami- Koh Lanta..,
125 whiid
- Made in Thailand
4:00 HFadiew

Birds Mest Soup - T...
620 Wi

Figure: YouTube uses detailed, highly formatted lists to display multiple elements and data for each search result.

35c aa? UPS Wireless Service

@ UPS Mobile

Home | Login

Track Packages

| | Track

Find UPS Locations

Z1P Code:

Location Types:
& The UPS Store
& yPS Customer Centers
& Authorized Shipping Outlets
& UPS Drop Box
Find

Figure: UPS uses coloured dividers and backgrounds to group and separate different types of lists and controls.

flickr
W Recent activity
H Fhiofos and Videos from contacts

H Comments you've made

Upload a phota or video
H 7our photostream

B Recent Uploads
Explore recent uploads
B our contacts

Figure: Flickr simply adjusts list margins or padding to place listitems in logical sub-groupings.
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s Add Weather

{= Add Stocks

@ Add Bookmarks

Figure: Yahoo uses a very bold set of dividers to separate the actionable options on the page.
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